
����� � ��������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
����  ����
� ����������	��	����������������

            
 
 
 

 
255 Red Gate Road  /  St. Charles, Illinois 60175  /  Phone 630/443-5700                                                                           Mrs. Kimberly Zupec, Principal 
We value feedback from the District 303 community.  Write or call us.  Your response is always appreciated.                            e-mail:MARILYN.M.RINGSBY@d303.org 
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For the second consecutive year the St. Charles North High School Music Department has 
been designated a “GRAMMY Signature School” by the GRAMMY Foundation.  This 
accomplishment is a testament to the strong community, parental, and administrative 
support afforded to our dedicated music students.  This year’s Signature list is much more 
select than previous years, with only 21 schools in the nation being chosen from the 
finalist list of more than 120 schools. 
 
This is an incredible achievement, and our congratulations go out to the dedicated 
musicians and staff here at SCN. 
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MOCK TRIAL TEAM:  Front Row (L to R): Samantha Resser, Jackie Shirreffs, 
Lauren Broecker, Robyn Wright Back Row (L to R): Michal Gawlik, Christina 
Elizondo, Nathan Davidson, Daniel Montgomery Not pictured: Megan Izenstark 
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Wilma VanArragon 
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CURRICULUM CORNER 
Mark Moore, Assistant Principal for Curriculum & Instruction 

 
Prairie State Achievement Examination  

 
All 11th grade students in Illinois are required to take the Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE).  This year’s exam will be given 
during the school days of April 25th and 26th.  Additionally, completion of the PSAE is a requirement for graduation from any public high 
school in the state. 
 
The PSAE is a collection of tests designed to determine students’ progress towards Illinois state standards.  The first day of PSAE 
testing consists of an ACT exam, including tests in English, mathematics, reading, science reasoning, and writing.  The second day of 
testing consists of a state-designed science test and two ACT-designed WorkKeys tests: Applied Mathematics and Reading for 
Information. 
 
Please see http://www.isbe.net/assessment/psae.htm for more information on the PSAE. 
 
Grades 9 and 10 will follow an alternative schedule of 3rd period 7:20 AM to 8:35 AM, 5th period 8:45 AM to 10:00 AM, 4th period 10:10 
AM to 11:25 AM, and 2nd period 11:35 AM to 12:50 PM on April 25th.  On April 26th the same times with periods 8th, 7th, 6th , and 1st.  
Buses depart at 1:00 PM on both days. 
 
Most grade 12 students will be excused from school on April 25th and 26th to allow for sufficient space for PSAE testing.  Some 
Advanced Placement courses will meet for an extended time on these dates to allow for a practice exam.  Students in these courses 
will be expected to attend any assigned practice test sessions. 
 
 

SEMESTER EXAMS & LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
 

Due  to the two snow days we have used this year, the last day of school is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5th.  Semester exams will be 
held on Thursday, May 31st, Friday, June 1st, and Monday, June 4th.  Students are expected to attend class up to and including the last 
day of school on June 5th.  This schedule is contingent upon no further snow/emergency days being used. 
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One of the most important roles of PTO is to promote communication  between school and home.  Good strides have been made in 
this area in the past year.  Polaris Express , the weekly electronic newsletter, has been a big success, and saves us considerable 
postage expense $$$.  If every SCN family were a part of the distribution, we could eliminate some mailings from the school.  If you are 
not yet receiving your free and informative weekly edition of the Polaris Express, sign up now!  Simply send an email to 
Cheryl.l.lamaster@d303.org  indicating that you would like to be added. 
 
In February, members of the PTO Board sat down with Assistant Principals Audra Christenson and Kevin Scotellaro for a conversation 
on School Improvement.   We discussed the concepts of Tradition, History, and Pride as they relate to St. Charles North HS, parent 
issues and concerns, and development of a Parent University.  
 
If you would like to become more involved in PTO for the coming year, contact one of the PTO officers.  We are beginning to plan for 
next year’s board  and committees  and would be glad to hear from you.  Men are also welcome – PTO isn’t just for women!!  Of 
particular need is someone to help coordinate Materials Pick-Up Days in August.  Also, help will be needed with the Freshman Parent 
Survival Sessions on August 10th.  Our last two PTO meetings of the year will be on April 16th and May 21st  at 7 PM in the LRC.  
Please join us.  One of our end-of-year tasks is to vote on spending PTO funds to best benefit North. 
 
Thank you to all the current PTO committee members who are busy at work.  Post Prom has 20+ volunteers currently working to create 
a fun, casual event which your junior or senior will enjoy – regardless of whether or not he/she attends the prom.  This committee will be 
looking for about 100 more volunteers for that weekend, set-up, games, clean-up etc.  When they call, SAY YES!  It really is worth the 
effort to provide such a positive, fun, and safe after-prom event. 
 
Moms and Daughters:  If you haven’t already signed up for the Women’s  Self Defense  class being offered at North on Saturday, April 
14th,  be sure to do so!  It’s $25 for 2 people, and Vicky Vandiver of LaFox Martial Arts is giving 100% of the entry fee to the SCN Post 
Prom event – a most generous offer.  This will be two well-spent hours!  
 
Thanks to all the parents who helped sell tickets or serve refreshments for the recent “Sadies” dance, and thanks to Rosemary Dittman, 
chair of the Dance Committee, who is “graduating” from North PTO.  We appreciate all her work during her years at North. 
 
And a final note - REMEMBER TO VOTE on April 17th.                          Lisa Beer  (630) 443-7383          Lori McQuillan   (630) 587-3352 
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               Saturday, April 14 th 
                  SCN Cafeteria 10:00 am to 12:00 p m 

  

 The Post Prom Committee  is sponsoring 
 

                “Woman to Woman” Self-Defense Workshop 
            Presented by: Lafox Martial Arts Female Black-Belt Club 

 

The purpose of “Woman to Woman” is to empower women to take control of their surroundings when 
confronted with someone whom is inhibiting their right to a safe and peaceful existence. 

 

This program will condition the mind to recognize, reason, and respond  
to potential confrontations before they even happen. 

 

The goal of our self-defense skill training is to give every woman the basic fighting skills necessary to  
ward off a physical attack and to escape unwanted physical contact or restraints. 

 

The mission of “Woman to Woman” is to inspire every female to encourage and engage themselves,  
their daughters, their sisters and girlfriends to embrace the right to live a peaceful existence,  

safe from physical harm.  We build strength and safety in numbers 
by sharing knowledge and training in the technical skills of self-defense.  
This mission will build with each generation and send a clear message:  

“Women will Fight  for their Right with Might !” 
 

If you have any questions please contact Erin at 630-762-3971. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Team: Mother’s name_________________________________________________ 

 Daughter’s name_______________________________________________ Grade: ____________   

 Additional daughter’s name_______________________________________ Grade: ____________ 

Phone number:  __________________________E-mail:  __________________________________________ 

Team consisting of a mother and one daughter $   25.00 

Each additional daughter _________ x $5.00 = $______ 

     Total payment $______      (Make check payable to St. Charles North) 

Send payment to:  St. Charles North High School 
                              Post Prom Committee 
                              255 Red Gate Road                                  ALL  PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE POST PROM. 
                              St. Charles, IL  60175 
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“The Ripple Effect”  
 

Unassuming helper, genuine, anticipates the needs of others.  These complimentary words and phrases were used frequently as 
teachers described their “Unsung Heroes”.  Forty-seven students who make a difference in the lives of both students and staff at SCN 
were recognized at the 3rd Annual Unsung Heroes breakfast on March 7th, 2007.  Students received certificates and a commemorative 
pin along with a letter from the teacher who nominated them sharing how they make a difference to them.  A’ric Jackson, a high school 
motivational speaker, spoke to the students about the impact they have on all those around them.  This positive “ripple effect” is 
something they are likely unaware of, yet has a profound influence on others. 
 
Once again, we congratulate our “Unsung Heroes” whose exceptional contributions have been a very meaningful part of our school life.�
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Kevin Folk and Shelly Hemmerich, competed for 
Ox-bow Scholarship 
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National Merit Scholarship Finalists 
 

Seniors Alison Conn and Raymond Hsu have 
advanced to Finalist standing in the competition 
for Merit Scholarship awards to be offered in 
2007.  Alison and Raymond were among the 
16,000 Semifinalists named last September.   
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What’s Happening in Humanities?  
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Child Development 2 Class Learns Teaching Strategies 
 
Karen Edwards, Early Childhood Teacher at Fox Ridge Elementary, presented information on the Early 
Childhood Program within District 303 to the students in the Child Development 2:  Preschool Experience 
class.  The Early Childhood Program works with families whose preschool aged child may demonstrate some 
developmental delays.   
 
Information was shared about developmental delays as compared to norm behaviors and examples of some of 
the teaching strategies that help develop visual, language, sensory, and social skills.  The students in this class 
run a 14 week on-site preschool program for 15 children ages 3 to 5.  The presentation reinforced the purpose 
behind planning developmentally age appropriate activities and how children learn.          

SCN Wind Ensemble 
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Kaitlyn McCoy gains teaching experience by tutoring students at Corron 
Elementary School. 
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MODEL UNITED NATIONS TEAM A SUCCESS AT COMPETITION  
 

 
On February 1st through 4th the St. 
Charles North Model United Nations team 
competed successfully at the nineteenth 
annual Model United Nations of the 
University of Chicago conference at the 
Palmer House Hilton in Chicago.  
 

The North Stars represented the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands this year in thirteen 
different United Nations committees and 
the European Union. North students 
prepared for the conference by 
researching the position of the 
Netherlands on various topics in current 
and historical world affairs.  
 

On Friday, the students received a special visit from Mr. D.W. Schiff, Consulate General of the Netherlands in 
Chicago. Mr. Schiff spoke with the students about issues concerning the Netherlands and about the many 
careers in international diplomacy available to them. 
 
�

�

                           Math Team Going to State 
 

The St. Charles North Math Team will be sending six freshmen to the state meet this 
year.  The Freshmen Algebra Team took first place at the regional meet in February at 
Northern Illinois University.   
 

Going to state this year are:  Sarah Amalraj, Amanda Engel, Richard Arrivello, Erin 
Shields, Jared Shurtleff, and Sherry Hemmerich.  The state meet is at the University of Illinois in Champaign on 
April 28th.   
 

Good Luck Northstars! 
 
 

�� !�������"������ !�������"������ !�������"������ !�������"���� ����
 
Recently all juniors received important information for preparing for the Prairie State Achievement 
Examination on April 25th  and 26th.  Inside a white envelope titled “Preparing for the PSAE” are two 
publications that contain, tips, strategies, and practice tests that can be very helpful in creating a 
comfort level with these exams.  Both the “Preparing for the ACT” and “Overview and Preparation 
Guide for PSAE Day 2” are excellent resources for putting students in a strong position to do well on 
these standardized tests.  Besides providing colleges and employers a measure by which to make 
important post secondary decisions, these exams are opportunities for students to effectively 
represent their level of learning to not just others making decisions, but just as importantly, to 
themselves. 
 
Don’t forget that this year’s College Night will be held at St. Charles East High School on April 19th in 
their main gym from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. 
�

Model U.N. team with Mr. D.W. Schiff, Consulate General of the Netherlands. 
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2007  Senior Honor Night 
 

St. Charles North High School will recognize seniors with awards and scholarships on Wednesday, May 9th at the Senior 
Honors Night. Each educational department chooses an exceptional senior and gives an Outstanding Student award and 
the winners will be announced at this venue. 
 
Each year, SC North seniors are rewarded for their accomplishments and academic records by receiving a large number of 
college and local business/organizations scholarships.  We would like to recognize these students during this program. 
 
If your senior has been offered a college scholarship and they will be accepting it and attending that college in the fall, 
please email Karen Porter at kporter@d303.org (630.587.7130) to be included in the program. We need the name of the 
college and name of the scholarship. 
 
If students are receiving any other kind of scholarship such as a local business, organization, etc, we also need to have that 
information. Many organizations send a representative to give out their scholarship on that evening. 
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Envision Your Future in Health Care  

 
Health care is more than just doctors and nurses.  Working alongside these dedicated medical professionals are hundreds of clinical 
professionals who play critical roles in the delivery of health care.  From radiologic technologists and physical therapists to exercise 
physiologists and social workers, the medical field offers incredible possibilities.  Through the year 2020, it is estimated that the 
metropolitan Chicago area alone will have close to 18,000 health care-related positions vacant.  Can you envision yourself filling one of 
those positions?  Delnor Hospital wants to open the doors of possibilities.  Plan to attend a Health Careers Fair on Thursday, April 12th  
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. where you will have the opportunity to speak personally with close to 50 healthcare professionals from a variety 
of fields and disciplines.  Colleges and universities will also be on hand to discuss health care educational options.  The fair is designed 
for high school-aged students as well as adults who may be considering a career change.  No registration is needed.  You may enter 
through the 351 Medical Office Building entrance, or through the hospital main (atrium) entrance. 
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A cooperative effort between Delnor Hospital, Geneva High School, St. Charles 
East and North High Schools, Batavia High School, Kaneland High School, 
Burlington Central High School and the Fox Valley Career Center. 
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Health care is more than just doctors and nurses.  Working alongside these 
dedicated medical professionals are hundreds of clinical professionals who play 
critical roles in the delivery of health care.  From radiologic technologists and 
physical therapists to exercise physiologists and social workers, the medical field 
offers incredible possibilities. 
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The fair is designed for high school-aged students as well as adults who may be 
considering a career change.   
 
No on-site interviews! 
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